


ILCA AWARDS
Wingren Landscape is very proud to have received Gold, 
Silver, and Merit Excellence in Landscaping awards from the 
Illinois Landscape Contractor’s Association this year. The 
awards recognize the highest quality work performed by 
individual firms during the past year and were awarded at a 
formal dinner event on Friday, February 22, 2008. Awards are 
the result of the combined efforts of our staff, from the initial 
customer consultation to the meticulous installation, and 
months of detailed maintenance by our crews. 

The ILCA Award Banquet was significant to Wingren Landscape 
in another way. Jeff Wingren has implemented a scholarship 
fund in honor of his father, company founder Jan “Swede” 
Wingren. It will be awarded each year to deserving horticulture 
students. 

At this year’s banquet the scholarship was awarded to Kelly 
Schuetz, a student at Joliet Junior College. Congratulations, 
Kelly!

Meet the Construction Department
The Construction Department, under the leadership of Larry Spiek, is busy preparing 

for several landscape installations to get under way this spring. That means sales 

meetings are attended, designs and estimates are produced, and client 

presentations are made. Once projects are accepted, then materials are ordered, 

and scheduling of our subcontractors and production crews can begin.

Several exciting jobs have been awarded to us recently including installation of a 

Chicago high-rise green roof overlooking Lake Michigan, landscaping for a retirement 

village and a large multi-acre residential project that includes a 2-acre pond.

The Construction Department has grown greatly in the past 3 years into the award  

winning team it is today. “Almost 70% of our business today is the result of referrals”, 

says Vice President Tom Iwema. “Our integrity, proven installation techniques, and 

expertise have made us a respected leader in landscape construction.” 

Popular “Green Roof” construction is our specialty, but no job is beyond our scope, 

whether municipal, commercial, retail, multi-family or residential.  

Estimator Charles Shy reviews plans for a new bid 
(pictured left to right) Project Manager Fred Gruber, 
Vice President Tom Iwema, and Construction 
Manager Larry Spiek. Not pictured: Senior Designer 
James Zumbahlen, Superintendent Carlos Aguilar 
and Construction Administrator Jae Jump.

Did you ever wonder what is the best shrub to use 

for a hedge, or the difference between an annual 

and a perennial? If you have landscaping, you surely 

have questions. And our knowledgeable and 

experienced staff members have the answers!!

you asked for it
E-mail your questions to GeneralEmail@wingrenlandscape.com. We 
will select the most interesting, fascinating, puzzling question and 
provide an answer in an upcoming newsletter! PLUS…the person 
who asks the winning question will also receive a special gift from 
Wingren Landscape! 

ILCA Silver Award winner for wedding 
floral design in an Oak Brook home

ILCA Gold Award winner for excellence in 
landscape maintenance of an Oak Brook home

ILCA Merit Award winner for excellence in 
landscape maintenance of a Burr Ridge home



2008   Has 
SPRING    
     finally 
SPRUNG?

The words of the carol were prophetic: Let it 

snow, let it snow, let it snow….

And SNOW IT DID!! Although not the blizzard of 

1991, this winter was a continuous series of 

snowfalls resulting in total snow accumulations 

almost double the thirty-eight inches typical of a 

Chicago winter. 

From snow managers, monitoring Doppler radar 

all hours and fielding calls, to snow crews that 

plowed day into night and back…. the 

“snowmen” of Wingren forged on into what 

seemed at times a never ending landscape of 

white!

Snow caused problems for our furry friends, 

too! Because so many food sources have been 

snow covered, rabbits have turned to 

arborvitae, roses, and other shrubs for their 

lunches and dinners. Some of you may notice 

signs of this damage in your own 

landscapes…..please call us!

A huge thank you to our loyal customers in what 

was a very challenging season! 

WE ARE SURE GLAD SPRING IS HERE!!!

Things could have been worse…
Almost 187 inches of snow fell in seven days on 

Thompson Pass, Alaska in February, 1953, according 

to the National Snowfall and Snow Depth Extremes 

Table provided by the National Climatic Data Center.

Information provided by the National Snow and Ice Data Center

2008… Let’s get started!
MULCH
To mulch or not to mulch…..that is the question…

Each spring, Wingren Landscape begins the first of our many 
premium quality services, installation of shredded hardwood bark 
mulch. But, you may ask, why mulch at all? Mulch has many 
benefits besides the most obvious one — enhancing the visual 
appeal of the landscape! The rich color is a perfect complement for 
the various shades of shrubs and flowers. Other benefits:

• Helps reduce weed germination

• Adds nutrients to the soil as it slowly decomposes

• Helps to maintain a uniform soil temperature

• Assists in retaining moisture necessary to plant material 

Mulch? It’s a great idea! 

ANNUAL FLOWERS
Design and installation of annual flowers is by far the most exciting 
time of our season! Annuals are plants that have a life span of one 
season, but bloom continuously. Perennials, on the other hand, 
return year after year, but typically with a much shorter bloom time. 

Annual flowers can be used in many creative ways to turn your 
landscape into a lush and inviting kaleidoscope of color, fragrance, 
and beauty. They can provide a blaze of color in a sunny spot, or 
liven up a cool, shady area. Some current annual flower trends 

• Containers, pots and planters are perfect for filling with 
annuals. Whether formal iron, wood, copper, stone or exotically 
glazed ceramics, containers add color and texture to your 
garden. They can be used as a focal point or possibly grouped 
to add movement and fun to the landscape

• Annual filled baskets can be attached to low hanging tree 
branches, arbors and pergolas 

• Colorful tropicals, succulents and even vegetables like hot 
peppers add excitement and interest

• Combine annuals with perennials for greater variety  

• Place them everywhere – garden beds, planters, decks, patios

Annuals – we love them! 
Beautiful, so versatile…the possibilities are endless!
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WORDS FROM 
WINGREN
Dear Friends,

I am very proud that Wingren Landscape has achieved the milestone of 50 
years in business providing quality landscape and maintenance services! 

It has been quite an experience growing up in this industry, working and 
learning alongside my parents (see article on 50 Years of Excellence). Over 
the years I have seen just about everything the industry has to offer and 
have experienced the continued growth of our company, which now includes 
a full-scale construction department.

This seems to be an appropriate time to introduce our new company 
newsletter, “all things outdoor”, which you will be receiving quarterly.  I am 
often asked for ideas, information and advice; it is my hope that the 
newsletter will provide that to you, along with some insight into Wingren 
Landscape, Inc. and our continued vision for working with you.  

A heartfelt Thank You to all of my loyal customers and to my employees who 
together have made the past 50 years a success! And of course to my 
parents, “Swede” and Ellie, who took the business from a seed of an idea 
and cultivated it into a thriving success.

Warmest regards,

Jeff Wingren

Jeff Wingren, owner and president of 

Wingren Landscape, Inc.


